
 

Studying Philosophy at Kingsdale 

allows students to flourish at A-
Level in a fashion that no other 
subject can. Our students learn to 
express themselves with clarity, ar-
gue cogently and organise infor-
mation in a way that presents a 
compelling case. Those same students get to learn these skills whilst 
surveying the history of great ideas and by debating questions 
freighted with significance. 

 
Although the value of a Philosophy qualification rests partly in the ad-
miration that Universities and employers have for the skill set that is 
learned, it lies to a greater extent in the sense of empowerment and 
stretched horizons that our students feel after their course of study. 

Philosophy at Kingsdale 

Yr 12 

The first year of teaching covers two top-
ics— what we know and what we mean by  
the idea of ‘God’. 

Epistemology 

Is what we see around us real? How do we 
know what we know? In this unit, students 
are primed in basic theories of knowledge 
–epistemologies – that allow them to de-
bate where the source of knowledge lies. Is 
it in our senses? Do we think ourselves 
into existence? How can we be certain of 
anything? The debate rumbles on... 

Ethics 

What does it mean to be a good person, 
and what would make me want to be? Stu-
dents discuss the meanings of good and 
evil and learn how Philosophers from Ar-
istotle to Peter Singer have tried to answer 
the question ‘What is the good life’.  

Yr 13 

The second year of teaching covers two  
further topics— the relationship of mind 
and body and what we mean by ‘good’ and 
‘evil’. 

Philosophy of Religion 

In this unit, students consider historical 
arguments for the existence of God, the 
concept of ‘God’ itself and what that  con-
cept would entail, and the validity or oth-
erwise of religious language. 

Philosophy of Mind 

In this unit we look at how the mind inter-
acts with the physical world and what im-
pact this relationship has with such no-
tions as identity, self and behaviour. 


